
21 DAYS OF PRAYER
FOR OHIO SCHOOLS



Dear Ohio School Intercessor: 
 
May, 2017 marks the end of the 2016-17 school year here in Ohio.  Thank you to 
each one who adopted a school or university to intercede in prayer for, prior to the 
start up and throughout the school year.  The Lord has blessed Ohio but our job 
continues.  Plan, once again, to commit to a school (or schools) in your 
community and intercede in prayer for them for safety this summer for the 2017-
18 school year.  Their lives and health depend on us. 
 
 
A quick internet overview indicated the following from this past school year: 
 
Posted: 5:29 p.m. Monday, November 28, 2016 

West Liberty-Salem Local School District Superintendent Kraig Hissong said the shooting 
occurred just as classes were getting underway. Sheriff’’s officials told the station the 
incident happened in a school hallway. 

Family identified the victim to WBNS as 16-year-old Logan Cole, a junior. Logan was shot 
multiple times with a shotgun and is reportedly in critical, but stable, condition. 

Authorities haven’t released information about the shooter. Staff had reportedly pinned 
him down by the time deputies responded, possibly preventing further injuries, the station 
reports.  

Champaign County Sheriff Michael Melvin says more people would have been wounded at 
the West Liberty school building on Friday morning without the intervention because the 
shooter’s intent was to harm more people. 

The shooter, 17, is expected to face a felonious assault charge in court Monday, and could 
be charged as an adult, according to WBNS. 

In a statement released to the station, Cole’s family said they were “thankful for the 
Lord’s protective hand on our son” and asked for prayers for Logan, as well as for 
the suspected shooter and his family. 

 “We are certain they have been deeply hurt as well,” the statement read. “We are 
confident that God has a purpose and plan through this tragedy.”   

March 28, 2017 THURMONT, Md. — An 18-year-old student meticulously planned a mass shooting 
at her high school in which she intended to die, authorities in Maryland said Monday. 

A shotgun, ammunition and bomb-making materials including nails and fireworks were found at 
Nichole Cevario’s home in Thurmont on Thursday, Frederick County Sheriff Charles Jenkins said at a 



news conference. 

There is no evidence that anyone else was involved, Jenkins said. 

One of the teen’s parents notified Catoctin High School officials Thursday of a potential threat of 
violence and Cevario was removed from the classroom and turned over to investigators, 

More than 200 pounds of cocaine found in plane that landed at Ohio University 

By NBC4 StaffPublished: March 30, 2017, 10:41 am  Updated: March 30, 2017, 10:49 am 

•  
 

ATHENS, OH (WCMH) — According to the Ohio University Police, more than 200 pounds of cocaine 
was seized from a plane an international plane that landed at Ohio University’s airport Wednesday 
afternoon. 

It happened Wednesday afternoon at Gordon K. Bush Airport in Albany, Ohio. 

Athens County Sheriff Rodney Smith said his office detained the plane after it landed until Homeland 
Security and the Highway Patrol could respond. 

A search of the plane revealed over 200 pounds of cocaine hidden in the plane. 

According to Ohio University police, the two occupants of the plane were detained by agents from 
Customs and Border Protection and taken to Columbus. Homeland Security has assumed control of the 
investigation. 

It was not clear why the plane landed at the airport in the first place. 

 

Psalm 91:9-11  AMP 

Because you have made the Lord your refuge, and the Most High your dwelling 
place There shall no evil befall you nor any plague or calamity come near your 
tent for He will give His angels charge over you to accompany and defend and 
preserve you in all your ways [of obedience and service.] 

 

Psalm 91:15 AMP 

He shall call upon Me, and I will answer him;  I will be with him in trouble, I 
will deliver and honor him.  



Prayer of Commitment of the Ohio Schools 
2017-2018 

 
Prayer: 
Father, we come to you in the name of Jesus on behalf of the schools of Ohio. 
 
We appeal to heaven for the health and safety of every school in our state and 
decree that You are the Lord and Righteous Head of every institute of learning 
within her borders. 
 
We use our authority as taxpaying citizens, parents, and grandparents to submit 
petitions and decrees of submission to Your will and desires for the educational 
system in the state of Ohio.  Today, we “look to You Lord and Your strength and 
we seek Your Face always. (Psalm 105:4) 
 
Holy Spirit, we invite Your presence to occupy every classroom in every school 
and homeschool in our state.  We welcome You here and ask You to direct and 
transform all thoughts and actions to parallel those of the Founding Fathers of 
our great nation as was based on Your biblical standard. 
 
We thank You for our nation's Constitution and we pray that the freedoms we 
have been given will continue to be treasured and fought for. 
 
Father, we decree that our curriculum will foster a mindset of biblical values 
and that unity rather than divisiveness will be the teaching standard. 
 
Lord, give Christian teachers and students courage and boldness to display their 
Savior on our school campuses and to share the gospel even in the face of 
opposition. 
 
We ask that Your angel armies would police every door and entrance and that 
destructive forces would be denied entrance.  We thank You that You are a 
shelter and a refuge and a strong Tower against the adversary (Psalm 61:3).  We 
decree a refuge for our students under Your wings as promised in Psalm 91. 
 
Thank you for a year of victory, in the name of Jesus, we pray. 
 
AMEN  



Ohio Student's Commitment 
2017-2018 

 
I, ______________, dedicate myself to You this coming school year. 
 
I have given myself to You and, as Your child, I ask that You use me to 
shift my school to one that reflects Your Kingdom with righteousness, 
peace and joy. 
 
You have placed me in my school and I pledge to let the love of Jesus 
shine brightly through me this year. 
 
I will, with unshakable courage, show and tell others of the love of Jesus, 
my Lord and Savior. 
 
So help me God. 
AMEN 
 
(Invite students to accompany you as you prayerwalk their school during the 21 days prior to the beginning of 
the school year and pray the above commitment.  Once school has begun, have students repeat the 
commitment daily with their breakfast.)  



PrayerWalkingOhioSchools 101

Planning Step #1:  Choose your school(s) and communicate it as your personal 
commitment to AwakeningNowPrayerNetwork.com or Katelyn@oasiswired.org.

Planning Step #2:  Plan your route and your mode (walking or driving)

Planning Step #3:  Obtain a hard copy or download the “21 days of prayer for Ohio
schools”

Planning Step #4:  Plan to walk in groups of no less than two people

Doing Step #5:  Pray in a quiet, conversational voice and do NOT drawn attention 
to yourself.  It has been said by the Waymakers website that you “can be on the 
scene without making one.”

Doing Step #6:  Spend about a half hour in prayer.  Early morning prayerwalking 
plans tend to be more successful.  Then you have the rest of the day for your 
commitment should your day go awry.

Doing Step #7:  Stay alert and be aware of your surroundings.

Doing Step #8:  Keep a positive attitude as there is nothing negative about these 
endeavors.

Doing Step #9:  Keep your umbrella handy in the event of showers of blessing.

Doing Step #10:  Only prayerwalk when school is NOT in session and walk only in 
areas that are publically permitted—like around the perimeter

Doing Step #12:  You are only there to talk to God—don't lose your focus

Doing Step #13  Prayers based on God's Word are powerful!  Each of the 21 days 
have scriptures relating to the day's topic that you can pray.

Doing Step #14:  Remember, you are warring in a powerful spiritual battle.  Your 
weapons are powerful.  You have all the spiritual authority that you need to 
displace the enemy.  Remember, you win!



Day 1:  Worship/Purpose and Destiny

Jeremiah 29:11  For I know the thoughts and plans I have for you, says the Lord, 
thoughts and plans for welfare and peace and not for evil, to give you hope in your 
final outcome.

Jeremiah 17:7  [Most] blessed is the man who believes in, trusts in, and relies on the
Lord, and whose hope and confidence the Lord is.

Prayer:  Thank you, Father, for the thoughts and desires that You have for the students 

in the schools in the state of Ohio.

Just as You plan for lives of welfare and peace, You bless those who believe in, trust in, 

and rely on You and You bless those whose hope and confidence is in You  (Jeremiah 
17:7).

Father, our confidence and therefore our blessing is that every student in our schools 

will learn of You this school year and that they will be given the opportunity to commit 

their lives, through the blood of Your Son, Jesus, to Your plans and destiny for their 
lives.

Thank you for the boldness of Christian teachers and students in the schools of Ohio.  

May they dedicate themselves as agents of change in their school and change their 

school to a school that reflects your Kingdom with righteousness, peace and joy.  May 
Christian students “realize and enjoy fellowship”  with one another as they display the 

distinguishing mark of Christians—the mark of love and complete joy (Amp. I John 

1:3)

Thank you, Lord that Your eyes are upon the righteous (those who are upright and in 
right standing with God), and Your ears are attentive to their prayer (I. John 3:12 

Amp.)

The name of the Lord is a strong tower; the [consistently] righteous man [upright and

in right standing with God] runs into it and is safe, high [above evil] and strong.  
Proverbs 18:10 (Amp.)

In the powerful name of Jesus we pray,
AMEN



Day 2:  Bullying

(Jesus on friendship)  John 15:12-15  This is my commandment, that you love one 
another as I have loved you.  Greater love has no one than this, that someone lay 
down his life for his friends.

Surveys from 2011's National Youth Risk Behavior states that:

* 93% of teens 12-17 years old go online
* 32% have had some form of online harassment
* 1 in 6 of high school students have been cyberbullied with 13% having had rumors 
spread about them
* 26% of teens have been harassed via cell phones
* 67% of teens think bullying and harassment happens more offline
* School is by far the most common place for bullying
* 6 out of 10 have been bystanders and witness bullying at school one or more times a 
day
* 49% said they tried to help but 29% did nothing but thought they should try and, sadly,
22% refused to help, stating that it was none of their business.

Bullying does result in student suicide as was the case of Ohioan middle school student, 
Emile Olson.  Positive attempts to counter the bullying has begun with “Rachel's 
Challenge,” a program that urges students to spread the message of kindness.  Long 
before Christian Rachel Scott died in the 1999 Columbine High School shooting at age 
17, she was inspired by “The Diary of Anne Frank” and kept journals in which she wrote
about spreading kindness.

“Rachel's Challenge” has five parts:
1.  Look for the best in others
2.  Dream big
3.  Choose positive influences
4.  Speak with kindness
5.  Start your own chain reaction

C.S. Lewis on Friendship:  “The next best thing to being wise oneself is to live in a 
circle of those who are.”



 
Father, we come to You in the name of Jesus for the student that has experienced some 

form of bullying, whether bullying themselves, being a victim of or having been a 
bystander in a bullying situation.

Father, let our students view friendship as You instructed us in Your Word and displayed 
through the life of Jesus, Your Son here on earth.  Let our students follow Your command

to love others as You have loved them.  Holy Spirit, give them the courage to lay down 
fear and intimidation and support and defend those in need. (John 15:12-15)  Help our 
students remember Your call for them to be doers of Your Word and not hearers only 

(James 1:22) and whatever they wish that others would do to them, do also to others 
(Matthew 7:12).

Understanding that those who bully have poor parental relationships, we pray for 

healing in the homes and we ask that You would unveil an understanding of parental 

responsibilities to our parents. (Proverbs 22:6)

Lord, help our students to choose their friends wisely.  Give them understanding that 

bad company ruins good morals (I. Corinthians 15:33) and to “make no friendship 

with a man given to anger nor go with a wrathful man lest you learn his ways and 

entangle yourself in a snare” as scripture declares. (Proverbs 22:24-25)

Lord, help our Christian students to be salt and light to their classmates and engage 

them in their responsibility of displaying the law of kindness in their school.  Give them 

the courage to care more what You think of them and not what others may think of them.

(“The first group cast into the lake of fire at the end of the Book of Revelation is the 
cowardly.”  Rich Joyner)

In the name of a Friend that sticks closer than a brother, Jesus,
AMEN



Day #3:  Heroin

Ephesians 2:10  For we are God's [own] handiwork (His workmanship), 
recreated in Christ Jesus, [born anew] that we may do those good works 
which God predestined (planned beforehand) for us [taking paths which 
He prepared ahead of time] that we should walk in them [living the good 
life which he prearranged and made ready for us to live.]

John 1:5 (Amp)  And the Light shines on in the darkness, for the 
darkness has never overpowered it [put it out or absorbed it or 
appropriated it, and is unreceptive to it.]

I. John 3:9(b) Amp)  The reason the Son of God was made manifest 
(visible) was to undo (destroy, loosen and dissolve) the works the devil 
[has done.]

Heroin in Ohio:

* 183% increase in Ohio in past 10 years
* Ohio Department of Health:  366% increase in heroin deaths  since 2000
* ODH:  Police use of Narcan for overdoses 74,000 times between 2003  and 
2013.
* Those at highest risk in Ohio are males and females ages 25-34
* Cleveland and southern Ohio are the hot beds for heroin use
* 23% of those using the first time become dependent

What is the answer?

Jail is the answer:
* it is the refuge or last resort for users unable or unwilling to walk away 
from dealers and friends who are using
* addicts quit cold turkey
* those who withdraw through abstinence relapse 95% of the time



Drug counseling is the answer:
* it is hit or miss
* addicts are sober only a few weeks until out of jail
* addicts are at a higher risk for overdose after release from jail because 
tolerance has dropped
* there is a stigma attached to  counseling and addicts won't seek help

Rehab Treatment Facilities are the answer:
* there is a long waiting list, sometimes up to 6 months/delay is more than an
inconvenience—it is a day more and another change of dying—a race against
time
* they don't meet the addict's needs

MAT (medically assisted treatment) is the answer:
* these include naloxone (Narcan) suboxone, methadone and Vivitrol
    (Naloxone blocks the effects of drugs made from opium, or opioids.)

* they are difficult to finance
* judges reject them, saying you are swapping one drug for another
* researchers claim it is the best they have, saying that, eventually, there will 
be 50-65% success under optimal conditions which includes speed of 
delivery

 

The Answer is:  Jesus

Addict, Eddie Nunley, from Norwood, Ohio has been in and out of jail on 
heroin related charges.  He states “It'll grab you and take control of your life. 
Hope for mercy is all you can do.  You're not going to walk away from it 
yourself.”  Ephesians 2:4 (Amp.)  But God—so rich is He in His mercy!  
Because of and in order to satisfy the great and wonderful and intense 
love with which He loved us.



Prayer:

Father, we pray against the drug culture that has resulted in Ohio being at the 
epicenter of the nation's heroin epidemic.  We know that the drug crisis has 
shifted from cocaine to heroin but the spirit behind it remains the same—the 
satanic tool to kill, steal and destroy our young people.  (John 10:10 (Amp) 
The thief comes only in order to steal and kill and destroy.  I came that 
they may have and enjoy life, and have it in abundance (to the full, till it 
overflows.)

We pray against drug dealers who prey upon the innocent, spurred on by 
dreams of wealth that is fueled by heroin's easy supply and decrease in price.

Holy Spirit, strip the blinders from the eyes of our students and allow them to
view their lives through the Father's eyes.  Allow them to see themselves, at 
the onset, as pawns in the hands of the enemy who longs to set them up for 
destruction.

We know that You are the God of the impossible and we know that society's 
approach to the drug and heroin epidemic has, at best, failed miserably.  
Father, we give You our impossible dilemma and seek You for the lives of our
students.  We have tried education, jails, rehab facilities and drug assisted 
solutions.  We know our answer lies in You.

Guard the innocence of those students who have not tasted the evils of 
addiction.  Lord, slow those students who are on the “life to death” cycle of 
heroin addiction with a treatment that will free them from this bondage of 
death and give them a knowledge of You.

We bring to You our collateral damage of the heroin surge—our infants born 
addicted to drugs.  We ask for supernatural weaning and healing of their 
destiny.

Heal our families who have been broken through fatal heroin overdoses that 
have quadrupled here in Ohio in the last decade.  May what the destroyer had
intended for evil be changed to salvation in Jesus for the friends and loved 
ones of the victims.



Day #4:  Sexual Culture—Teen Pregnancy/Abortion, Pornography and
Homosexuality

I. Corinthians 6:18  AMP  Shun immorality and all sexual looseness [flee from 
impurity in thought, word, or deed].  Any other sin which a man commits is one 
outside the body, but he who commits sexual immorality sins against his own body.

I. Corinthians 6:19-20  AMP Do you not know that your body is the temple (the 
very sanctuary) of the Holy Spirit.  Who lives within you, whom you have received 
[as a Gift] from God?  You are not your own.  You were bought with a price 
[purchased with a preciousness and paid for, made His own].  So then, honor God 
and bring glory to Him in your body.

Matthew 5:27-28  AMP  You have heard that it was said, You shall not commit 
adultery.  But I say to you that everyone who so much as looks at a woman with evil
desire for her has already committed adultery with her in his heart.  (Most explicitly

related to pornography.)

I. Corinthians 6:9-10 AMP  Do you not know that the unrighteous and the 
wrongdoers will not inherit or have any share in the kingdom of God?  Do not be 
deceived (misled):  neither the impure and immoral, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, 
nor those who participate in homosexuality, nor cheats (swindlers and thieves), nor 
greedy graspers, nor drunkards, nor foulmouthed revilers and slanderers, nor 
extortioners and robbers will inherit or have any share in the kingdom of God.

Statistics from the Ohio Adolescent Reproductive Facts from 2011:
Ohio Teen Pregnancies:  28th out of 51 (50 states plus DC)
Ohio Teen Births:  23rd out of  51 (50 states plus DC)
Ohio Abortions from 2008 per 1000 is 31
Ohio Teen Pregnancies per 1000 is 74
Those who have sex before age 13 is 6%
Those who have had sex with 4 or more is 17%
Those who used alcohol or drugs before sex is 18%
Those who used birth control before sex is 23%
Those who used no birth control before sex is 10%
Those who were forced to have sex when they didn't want it is 9%
2013 in Ohio: the percent of adults that are lesbian, gay, bisexual or transgender is 3.6%
(marriage was redefined nationally to accommodate a small percentage in 2015.)

Ohio's Youth Focus on Sexual Reproductive Health reports that Ohio is the 7th most 
populous state and that 45% of Ohio high school students report ever having had sex.



Teen Sexting in Ohio:  Reported by the Criminal Defense Lawyer says that attempts to 
pass a law targeting teen sexting, so far, has been unsuccessful so teens are prosecuted 
under the child pornography laws intended for adult predators.  In 2008, 1 in 3 teens 
participated in sexting.

The average age for a child's first exposure to pornography is 11 years of age.
Pornography is a $57 billon worldwide industry with $12 billon in the U.S.  It exceeds 
the combined revenues of all professional baseball, football and basketball franchises 
and the revenues of ABC, CB.S and NBC.

There are 4.2 million porn web sites and the average email receives 4.5 porn emails each
day.
47% of Christians say pornography is a problem in their home with 50% of men and 
20% of women participating.  Porn use increases violence and sexual violence, degrades
women, damages families and produces a higher sensual society.

Prayer:  Father, we pray against moral decay that has festered because of the spiritual 

decline of our nation's society.  We decree that godly mentors will arise from the family 

mountain and that there will be a transformation in our homes.  We ask, Lord, for an 

awareness of the connection of moral decay to the decline of the media morals and the 

complacency of families to make a stand for righteousness.

We pray for a hunger for purity and holiness to saturate our homes and that Christian 

students rise up in boldness, refusing to accept society's ills as a standard for the homes 

and schools of Ohio. We ask, Lord, that curriculum that presents a twisted form of 

sexuality that opposes Your Word will not be a part of the Ohio schools. 

Lord, help our students see the value you place on their bodies and give them a desire to

defy how a secular society views them.  We ask that teachers and administrators refrain 
from promoting any agenda that opposes Your Word.  Raise up those who will disciple 

our students in a wholesome lifestyle.
 
We decree respect and godliness in the Ohio schools!

In Jesus' Name,

Amen



Day #5:  Excellence: In School Safety

Psalm 91:9-11 AMP
Because you have made the Lord your refuge, and the Most High your dwelling 
place There shall no evil befall you nor any plague or calamity come near your tent 
for He will give His angels charge over you to accompany and defend and preserve 
you in all your ways [of obedience and service.]

Psalm 91:15  AMP
He shall call upon Me, and I will answer him;  I will be with him in trouble, I will 
deliver and honor him.

National Center for Education Statistics:

2011-12  9% of teachers reported being threatened by a student from their school.  5% 
had been physically attacked
2013  3% of students reported that they were afraid of attack or harm at or on the way to 
school
2013  Grades 9-12:  22% reported that illegal drugs were made available to them on 
school property

CDC's School Associated Violent Death Study:

1-2% of all homicides among school age children happen on school grounds or on or 
from school or at a school event

Saferschools.Ohio:

Ohio has a statewide hotline—844 SaferOH-- that residents may use to report anything 
suspicious or endangering and for students to anonymously report potential suicides, 
school shootings, bullying or other problems.



Prayer:  Today I pray Psalm 91 over the schools and homes of the students of Ohio.  
Thank you, Lord, for the Christian students and teachers who have made You their 

refuge.  We thank you for the promise that “no evil shall befall” and that no “plague 
or calamity shall come near.”  Lord,  keep our students from harm of any kind.

Lord, thank You for the angels that You have given charge over our students and we 
boldly decree the promise in Your Word that we can call upon You and that You will 

answer and be with us in trouble to deliver and to honor.

We decree safety to the students and teachers in every one of Ohio's schools  We invite

Your presence into every classroom and bind any demonic spirit that wishes to 
promote violence in the classroom.  We decree safety to our teachers and students and 

thank You, in advance, for the foresight of our resource officers for school safety.

We declare all doors and entrances and school transportation off limits to anyone 

intending harm.  We decree that there will be no school shootings or bombings in the 
schools of Ohio throughout this school year.

Thank you, Father, that You are our refuge and our security and our students and 

teachers dwell, covered “with Your pinions,” safe under Your wings in trust.  (Psalm 

91:4)

We decree Ohio school safety!

In Jesus' Name,

AMEN



Day #6:  Excellence:  In Homes and Families

Ephesians 6:1-4 AMP  Children, obey your parents in the Lord [as His representatives], for this is
just and right.  Honor (esteem and value as precious) your father and your mother—this is the 
first commandment with a promise that all may be well with you, and that you may live long on 
the earth.  Fathers, do not irritate and provoke your children to anger [do not exasperate them to
resentment], but rear them [tenderly] in the training and discipline and the counsel and 
admonition of the Lord.

Malachi 4:6  AMP  . . .And he shall turn and reconcile the hearts of the [estranged] fathers to the 
[ungodly] children, and the hearts of the [rebellious] children to [the piety of] their fathers [a 
reconciliation produced by repentance of the ungodly], lest I come and smite the land with a 
curse and a ban of utter destruction.  (Luke 1:17 also, referring to John.)

* Poverty in Ohio 2009-2013 American Community Survey states that Ohio's statewide poverty is 
1,773,853 or 15.8%.
*  55.3% of families headed by a female single parent with children were in poverty.
*  Children ages 0-11 years and young adults 18-24 years had poverty rates exceeding 20%.
*  Well-being Index for 2014 by Gallup-Healthways states that Ohio is one of the 5 most miserable 
states in America (based on 5 elements of purpose, social, financial, community and health.)

Prayer:  We lift up the families and homes, Father, in the state of Ohio.  We thank You for those who

honor Your Word as they love and raise their students to honor You and respect others.  Help our 
young folks to value and honor their families when they have been blessed with parents who honor 
You and Your Word.

Jesus, help our fathers to boldly step into their roles of godly priests of their homes and lead our 

students to salvation through Your shed blood.

We ask that godly mentors and role models be given to those who have not been blessed to live in a 

Christian home.  We ask, Lord, that those who struggle in homes plagued by divorce, violence and 
lack that You, through the guidance of the Holy Spirit, would direct them toward peaceful 

interventions and fulfillment of their needs.  

Lord, we break off the spirit of apathy and laziness that resides in some of our homes.  Motivate 
families with the desire to display good parenting skills.  Lead them to role models who display the 

value of a godly and responsible life.  Awaken our homes with a hunger for a Loving God to live 
within their hearts.

Father, use me to be Your hands and Your feet to minister to students and families in need.  Open my
eyes to ways to honor You by helping others as You have blessed me.

In Christ's name we pray,
AMEN



Day #7:  Depression and Suicide

Isaiah 61:1-3  AMP  The Spirit of the Lord God is upon me, because the Lord has 

anointed and qualified me to preach  the Gospel of good tidings to the meek, the poor, and
afflicted;  He has sent me to bind up and heal the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to 
the [physical and spiritual] captives and the opening of the prison and of the eyes to those 
who are bound.  To proclaim the acceptable year of the Lord [the year of His favor] and 
the day of vengeance of our God, to comfort all who mourn.  To grant [consolation and 
joy] to those who mourn in Zion—to give them an ornament (a garland or diadem) of 
beauty instead of ashes, the oil of joy instead of mourning, the garment [expressive] of 
praise instead of a heavy burdened, and failing spirit—that they may be called oaks of 
righteousness, [lofty, strong, and magnificent, distinguished for uprightness, justice and 
right standing with God]  the planting of the Lord, that He may be glorified.

*  From Ellen Anderson, PhD LPCC  2003-2008 regarding suicide:  it is the 11th largest killer 
of Americans, the 3rd largest killer of youth ages 10-24 and 25% of adolescents consider suicide
seriously at some point in their life.  For every 2 homicides, 3 people complete suicide yearly.

*  Depression and Suicide Rates States by State ranks Ohio 43rd out of 51 for depression and 
22nd out of 51 for suicide.

*Mental Health America of Franklin Co., Columbus, Ohio:  10-15% of children and 
adolescents have some symptom of depression (5% between 9 and 17.)

More than 70% of Americans felt symptoms of depression in weeks following a terrorist attack.

Prayer:  Precious Savior and Giver of Life, we lift up to You in prayer our young people who 
are discouraged and, at times, struggling with depression and even entertaining suicidal 

thoughts.  We know that such a battle is a tool from our enemy, satan, who's only desire is to 
steal, kill and destroy.  (John 10:10)

We know the Greater One dwells within us and, with that Authority, we therefore decree life 

and hope to those whom the enemy has told lies of hopelessness to.  We crush hope deferred 
and decree a promise of help and expectation (Hosea 2:15).

We decree “Harvest” of a generation who need to embrace Christ as Lord and Savior and 

fulfill their destiny that He has foreordained before their birth.

Thank you, Lord, that you give garments of praise for the spirit of heaviness.

In Jesus' Name,
AMEN



Day #8:  Godly Values

Psalm 128:1-2  (AMP)  Blessed (happy,  fortunate, to be envied) is everyone 
who fears, reveres, and worships the Lord, who walks in His ways and lives 
according to His commandments.  For you shall eat [the fruit] of the labor of 
your hands;  happy (blessed, fortunate, enviable) shall you be, and it shall be 
well with you.

Godly Value:  Thankfulness:  Thankfulness is the real test of Christianity.  In Acts 
16:16-34, Paul and Silas had a bad situation come their way but, possessing the 
Godly value of thankfulness produced prayer and the singing of praises to God 
rather than complaining/doubting.  They weren't giving thanks because of their 
situation.  They were giving thanks because they knew God was their source and
He delivered them.  I. Thessalonians 5:18 (Message) says to thank God no matter 
what happens.  This is the way God wants you, who belong to Christ Jesus, to live.

Godly Value:  Faith/Believe:  The Bible says “Without faith it is impossible to 
please Him; for he that cometh to God must believe that He is, and that He is a 
rewarder of them that diligently seek Him.  (Hebrews 11:6)

Godly Value:  Obedience:  The Godly value of obedience to God's Word reaps 
blessings that is confirmed throughout the pages of scripture.  Psalm 128:1-2 says 
Blessed (happy,  fortunate, to be envied) is everyone who fears, reveres, and 
worships the Lord, who walks in His ways and lives according to His 
commandments.  For you shall eat [the fruit] of the labor of your hands;  
happy (blessed, fortunate, enviable)shall you be, and it shall be well with you.

Prayer:  Father God, we pray for the Christian students in Ohio's schools.  We 

ask for boldness in their lives as they display the Godly virtues of thankfulness, 
faith in Christ their Lord and in obedience to His Word.  Give them 

understanding of the role they play in the spiritual awakening of their fellow 
classmates.  Help them to model Jesus to them.  Help our students degree:

“WE ARE HERE TO ESTABLISH THE RULE OF GOD'S WORD, HIS 

STATUTES, HIS COVENANTS, HIS LAWS, AND HIS PRINCIPLES, AND 
KING JESUS IS RELEASING ANGEL ARMIES TO HELP US DO IT.”  

(decree #252 from “Angel Armies” by Tim Sheets.)



Day #9:  Excellence In Academics
Struggling Students

Proverbs 8:11  (AMP) For skillful and godly Wisdom is better 
than rubies or pearls, and all the things that may be desired are 
not to be compared to it.

The national high school graduation rate for the Class of 2013 was 81 percent—the highest
ever recorded, according to new data released on February 12 from the U.S. Department of 

Education (ED).  Ohio's graduation rate is 82.2% for her 3416 schools.

Six years after ranking fifth in the nation, Ohio’s education system has tumbled to 23rd 

among the 50 states and District of Columbia, according to a national report card released 

on Wednesday.

Ohio earned a C, scoring 74.9 of a possible 100 on the annual Quality Counts report 

by Education Week, an education trade newspaper. That’s down from last year, when Ohio 

ranked 18th with a score of 75.8.

The report found that Ohio had among the largest gaps on national test scores between 

students living in poverty and their higher-income classmates, ranking 43rd in the nation.

In addition to test scores and student achievement, report-card grades are based on education

finances and several indicators of student success including family income, parents’ 

education, preschool enrollment and graduation rates.

Massachusetts ranked as the nation’s top education system, earning a B-plus. Nevada ranked 

last with a D. Most states, like Ohio, were in the C-minus to C-plus range.

For four years, from 2008 to ’11, Ohio earned Bs and ranked among the top 10 school systems 

in the nation.

Ohio’s falling rank this year appears tied mostly to poor performance in the area 

of student achievement, including the gaps on national reading and math tests. 

In this category, the state ranked 25th in the nation, down from 16th last year.

Ohio’s child-poverty rate rose to 23 percent last year from 18 percent in 2008, according to a 

report by the Annie E. Casey Foundation. That’s nearly 1 in 4 children living in households 

with incomes below the federal poverty rate, about $20,000 a year for a family of three.

Poverty can be a strong indicator of student success, because children from low-income 

families often start school already behind kids from more-affluent households.

 Ohio has eight large cities, more than most states, where poverty continues to grow. 



Prayer:  Father, Proverbs 8 tells us to listen to You—that whoever finds You 

[Wisdom] finds life and draws forth and obtains favor from the Lord.  Whoever is 

simple (easily led astray and wavering), let him turn in here!  As for him who lacks 

understanding, [God's] Wisdom says to him, Come, eat of my bread and drink of the

[spirtual] wine which I have mixed.  (Prov. 94-5AMP)

We lift our schools and our struggling students to you and ask that you cause a 

hunger for wisdom that only comes from above.  Our schools and our students are 

hurting because they have diverted their eyes from You resulting in the downward 

spiral that we are seeing in our state.  Reverse the downward spiral  Renew a vision 

of excellence in learning as well as Your vision planted in our hearts --align us to be 

who and what You had in mind at our conception.  We decree angelic assistance for 

understanding and ask Holy Spirit to release them to help us operate with 

excellence in learning and assist in meeting the needs of district families and 

schools.

In Jesus' name

Amen



Day #10:  Excellence in Teachers

James 3:1 (AMP)  Not many [of you] should become teachers: (self-
constituted censors and reprovers of others), my brethren, for you know 
that we [teachers] will be judged by a higher standard and with greater 
severity [than other people;  thus we assume the greater accountability 
and the more condemnation], 

Quality teachers truly have a tremendous impact on how students learn and 
most of us can recall with clarity those teachers that fostered learning in 
ourselves many years after the fact.  And how about the one who made the 
off-hand remark that cut you to core?   Research “teachers” online and the 
magnitude of teacher “how to's” can bury you in recommendations of what 
and what not to do.

But, perhaps an 8 year old boy from Wilmington, DE could best explain what
makes a good teacher:
     She smiles at me.

•She really likes me a lot.

•She misses me when I don't come in.

•I learn a lot in my class.

•It's OK, my teacher will show me how.

While some teachers enter the field for less-than-lofty reasons such as 
summers and holidays off, most teachers possess a sincere desire to direct a 
child in the love of learning and recognize the invaluable contribution that 
they can make in the lives of young learners.  Ohio's teachers in her 3416 
schools in her 609 districts are some of the best and are well deserving of 
receiving prayer accompaniment for their efforts.  The state of Ohio has in 
place rankings/measurements in place in an attempt to monitor teacher 
effectiveness, such as:

Value-Added Progress Rankings

Value-added is a calculation that uses student achievement data over time to measure the gains in 

learning students make. It provides a way to measure the e�ect a school or teacher has on student 

academic performance over the course of a school year or another period of time.



Performance Index Ranking

This calculation measures student performance on the Ohio Achievement Assessments and Ohio 

Graduate Tests at the 3rd, 4th, 5th, 6th, 7th, 8th, and 10th (OGT) grade levels. This ranking 

helps determine possible state interventions, which include a portion of the Title 1 funding directed to

interventions, and implementation of the Ohio Improvement Process.

This year, educators statewide will assist the Ohio Department of Education in updating Ohio’s 

Learning Standards, beginning with those in English language arts and mathematics. This feedback 

will be essential as we begin this periodic review to ensure the standards re4ect the most recent 

research and the experience of educators as Ohio continues preparing students for college and 

careers. The revision of Ohio’s Learning Standards in science, social studies and 5nancial literacy will 

begin in late fall 2016. 

Third Grade Reading Guarantee Helping Ohio’s Students Succeed

Ohio continues to raise the bar for student achievement, and even with higher expectations, 94.1 

percent of the state’s eligible third graders met or exceeded the promotion score in reading to move 

to the fourth grade.

Make a concerted effort to learn the names and needs of the teachers in your 
district.  Pray for them by name.

Prayer:  Father God, we are so thankful for the classroom teachers of Ohio that you 

have blessed us with.  Thank you for their willingness to commit countless hours in 
self preparation and classroom preparation to serve the students of our state.

We ask for wisdom for their day-to-day assignments and ask that you will bless them, 

their families and their students with health and a hunger for learning.   Holy Spirit, 

give them creative ways to combat disinterest and apathy in struggling students as 

well as peaking the learning desires of the eager learners.

Lord, we know our teachers walk a tight rope of meeting the expectations of state 

requirements, district regulations and parent demands.  We ask that such expectations
would first and foremost meet the true needs for the futures of our Ohio students.

Give us teachers who are gifted and effective and who have Your heart.  We know that
“the reverent and worshipful fear of the Lord is the beginning and the principal and 

choice part of knowledge [its starting point and its essence]. . .” (Proverbs 1:7a 
(AMP))  Thank You, Lord, for giving our teachers skillful and godly wisdom, 
knowledge and understanding.

In Jesus' Name,
Amen



Day #11:  Excellence In Curriculum

Romans 12:2 (AMP)  Do not be conformed to this world (this age), [fashioned after and 
adapted to its external, superficial customs], but be transformed (changed) by the [entire] 
renewal of your mind [by its new ideals and its new attitude], so that you may prove [for 
yourselves] what is the good and acceptable and perfect will of God, even the thing which 
is good and acceptable and perfect [in His sight for you]

(Noah Webster, educator)  “The education of youth should be watched with the most 
scrupulous attention. . . [It] lays the foundations on which both law and gospel rests for 
success.”

Why should we intercede in prayer and encourage Christian families to become
aware of what is being taught in their children's school?

This is why:

Phyllis Schla�y has been a national leader of the conservative movement since the publication of her best-

selling 1964 book, A Choice Not An Echo. She has been a leader of the pro-family movement since 

1972,  This is a short excerpt from one of her 2010 newsletters: 

What's Happened to Public School Curriculum?

The most widely used history textbook in U.S. public schools is A People's History of the United States by the late 

Howard Zinn. It has sold a million and a half copies since it was published in 1980. It is required reading in many 

high schools and colleges.

This history textbook by Howard Zinn is a very leftwing version of U.S. history, full of multicultural, feminist, and 

class-war propaganda. It is based on the thesis that America is not a republic but an empire controlled by a few 

white men. Its heroes are anti-establishment protestors. The book debunks traditional heroes, such as Christopher 

Columbus and Andrew Jackson, and doesn't mention great Americans such as Thomas Edison.

 Zinn told one interviewer that his goal in writing this textbook was to start a "quiet revolution" of people taking 

power from within the institutions. 

n 2010, the FBI released 400 pages of files on Howard Zinn, and it turns out that he was an active member of the 

Communist Party.  

Howard Zinn's textbook is worse than anything he ever did as a member of the Communist Party. His textbook was 

specifically written to present a Marxist version of U.S. history based on the Communist strategy of the "class war." 

Parents and citizens should check their local school and find out if the kids are being taught U.S. history from 

Howard Zinn's textbook 

(This textbook was used for several decades.)



Prayer:  Lord, we lift the content of the curricula of the Ohio schools to You.  
We know that destructive forces have infiltrated the educational processes and 

we decree that such forces are targeted for failure.  We pray that all anti-Christ, 
anti-American and anti-family curriculum that has invaded our schools be 

exposed and we pray for bold families that will go to bat for the lives of our 
children as they fight for removal of it.

Father, we ask for godly leaders to occupy seats on textbook selection 

committees and select only textbooks that promote biblical values and truth of 
the history of our great nation.  Remove occupants on any education committee 

who have godless ideologies and are using their positions to promote them.

Holy Spirit, occupy each classroom this coming year and protect our children 
from any attempts to sway them from biblical truth and righteousness.  Guard 

their innocence and expose any manipulation from anti-Christ bias on the part 
of anyone assuming the role of instructor.   

In Jesus' name, we cleanse the heavens over our [schools] of principalities and 

powers of darkness.  (decree #260, Tim Sheets “Angel Armies”)
In Jesus' name,

Amen



Day #12:  Excellence In Church and Community Support

I. Timothy 2:1-4 AMP  First of all, then, I admonish and urge that petitions, prayers, 
intercessions, and thanksgivings be offered on behalf of all men, For kings and all who are
in positions of authority or high responsibility, that [outwardly] we may pass a quiet and 
undisturbed life [and inwardly] a peaceable one in all godliness and reverence and 
seriousness in every way. For such [praying] is good and right, and [it is] pleasing and 
acceptable to God our Savior, who wishes all men to be saved and [increasingly]to 
perceive and recognize and discern, and know precisely and correctly the [divine]Truth.

Under the basics of beliefs in the United Methodist Church, you can find a 
simple paragraph that depicts the thoughts of John Wesley relating to the 
church's support of public education.

Historically, education has been held to contribute to the development of religious faith. To that end, the 
great figures of the Reformation called for the establishment of schools. Our founder, John Wesley, was 
dedicated to the education of poor and underprivileged children. The Sunday School Movement of the latter
18th century was an outgrowth of this ministry and largely established a model for access to public 
education, regardless of social or economic status. Our heritage should lead us to defend the public 
schools, . . . 

Regardless of our thinking of the preferred methodology of learning, be it 
home schooling, private religious or public, the church has the mandate to 
embrace biblical values and operate on the principles of our constitution.  It is
equally important for the church to under gird the efforts of our local 
community to provide a quality and safe education that will propel students 
to success as community members in the future.  Nothing propels these 
students more than experiencing the love of Christ made visible through 
prayer and personal involvement.  Personal involvement can take on many 
forms from assisting in a classroom event to mentoring, to coaching, to 
running for and serving as a member of your local school board.  Yet these 
efforts are weak without the synergistic effects of prayer.

Support to schools from the community,  whether business or private, is best 
served when financial contribution is not blindly thrown to the cause but 
following a calculated awareness of the wisdom for which fund are 
distributed.



Prayer:  Lord, we lift up to You the schools of Ohio and ask for a renewed 

vision of statewide education as a profoundly important mission field. 
Soften our hearts to the needs of our teachers and students and allow a 

spirit of generosity to invade the churches.  Help us be generous with our 
time and direct us in Your will as to ways that we can become doers of Your

Word.

Holy Spirit, give us strategies for involvement and we ask for angelic 
assistance to help us bind hell's tactics and loose the Gospel of the 

Kingdom (decree # 255 of angel and prayer decrees in “Angel Armies” authored by Tim 

Sheets.) in the schools of Ohio that can be readily seen through our love.  

Uncover any demonic strategies operating in our local district.

We ask for the financial needs of all the local school districts in Ohio to be 

addressed by the generosity of area businesses, state funding and income 
levies. Uncover any possible inadequacies and allow a community's desire 
for quality education to be achieved.

Father, help us see opportunities to partner with our local school to see 

Your Kingdom come and Your Will be done.

In Jesus' Name,
Amen



Day #13: Excellence:  State School Board

I. Timothy 2:1-3 (AMP)  First of all, then, I admonish and urge that petitions, prayers, 
intercessions and thanksgiving be offered on behalf of all men, For kings and all who are in 
positions of authority or high responsibility, that [outwardly] we may pass a quiet and undisturbed
life [and inwardly] a peaceable one in all godliness and reverence and seriousness in every way. 
For such  [praying] is good and right, and [it is] pleasing and acceptable to God, our Savior.

19-member board that creates policy and makes recommendations for K-12 education in

Ohio.

Our Vision

The State Board of Education’s vision is for all Ohio students to graduate from the PK-12 education 

system with the knowledge, skills and behaviors necessary to successfully continue their education 

and/or be workforce ready and successfully participate in the global economy as productive citizens. 

Ultimately, all students will graduate well prepared for success.

State Board of Education Members

The State Board of Education is made up of 19 members -11 who are elected and eight 

who are appointed by the governor. The chairs of the education committees of the Ohio 

House of Representatives and Ohio Senate serve as non-voting ex o>cio members. The 

Superintendent of Public Instruction serves as secretary of the State Board of Education.

 



Update on State Superintendent Search

4/13/2016

The Ohio Department of Education wants to keep the public up to date on the status of the state 

superintendent search. As you may know, the state board of education takes the lead on the search 

for and selection of the state superintendent. The application deadline for this position was  Friday, 

April 8. The board is expected to conduct interviews and make a hiring decision in the next few 

months.  

Currently, Tom Gunlock of Centerville, is the Ohio State School Board President.

At-Large Members

Tom Gunlock
Centerville
At-large (State Board President)

Tess Elshoff
New Knoxville
At-large (State Board Vice President)

2016 State Board of Education Members

Ann E. Jacobs
Lima
District 1

Kathleen A. McGervey
Avon
District 2

A.J. Wagner
Dayton
District 3

Pat Bruns
Cincinnati
District 4

Roslyn Painter-Goffi
Strongsville
District 5

Michael L. Collins
Westerville
District 6

Sarah Fowler
Rock Creek
District 7

Nancy P. Hollister
Marietta
District 8

Stephanie Dodd
Hebron
District 9

Ron Rudduck
Wilmington
District 10

Mary Rose Oakar

Cleveland

District 11

 



State Board Statement on Curriculum Recommendations
Pursuant to ORC 3301.079(B)(3) and 3313.60, it is the responsibility of Ohio’s local boards of education to vet and approve curriculum and educational 

materials for use in the public schools within their district.

The use of any materials posted or linked to on the Ohio Department of Education website, including materials within  Ohio’s Learning Standards or 

Appendices or any state model curricula or other educational resource material, is entirely up to the discretion of each local board of education.  

Prayer:  We pray, Father, for those members of the Ohio State School Board and we bring each of 

them, by name, to you.  We ask that You would give them an abundance of wisdom in their day-to-

day operations of directing the functions of the educational system in Ohio.  We ask you, Lord, to 

bless their willingness to serve and ask that You would direct them according to Your will.

We know, Lord, that theirs is not an easy job to do so we ask for peace,  both in the workplace as well

as in their individual homes.  We ask that You would favor those who honor You.   Favor those that 

implement Your ways into decisions that are made for the children of the state of Ohio.

We know also Lord that we can decree a things and that will be established according to Your Word 

(“Thou shalt also decree a thing, and it will be established unto thee:  and the light shall shine upon 

they ways.”  Job 22:28 and “You shall also decide and decree a thing, and it shall be established for 

you; and the light [of God's favor] shall shine upon your ways” (AMP) Job 22:28)  Therefore, we 

decree:

We decree that Holy Spirit will release angels who bring enlightenment and revelation to those 

governing and directing the educational system of Ohio

We decree that angels will be released in the state to attack and destroy demonic purposes and 

unbiblical ideas

We decree that angels will assist the board in making ruling strategies that can receive the backing 

of Father God

We decree that the heavens over the region of the State School Board will be cleansed  from any 

demonic thrones and that Christians will occupy vacated seats on the State of Ohio School Board.

We decree respect and godliness in the Ohio Schools!

In Jesus' Name,

Amen



Day #14:  Excellence:  Local School Board

I. Timothy 2:1-3 (AMP)  First of all, then, I admonish and urge that petitions, prayers, 

intercessions, and thanksgivings be offered on behalf of all men, For kings and all who are 

in positions of authority or high responsibility, that [outwardly] we may pass a quiet and 

undisturbed life [and inwardly] a peaceable one in all godliness and reverence and 

seriousness in every way.

James 3:17-18 (AMP)  But the wisdom from above is first of all pure (undefiled);  then it is 

peace-loving, courteous (considerate, gentle), [It is willing to] yield to reason full of 

compassion and good fruits;  it is wholehearted and straightforward, impartial and 

unfeigned (free from doubts, wavering and insincerity), And the harvest of righteousness (of 

conformity to God's will in thought and deed) is [in themselves and in others, that peace 

which means concord, agreement, and harmony between individuals, with undisturbness, in 

a peaceful mind free from fears and agitating passions and moral conflicts.]

(information from Ohio School Board Association:  Ohioschoolboards.org)

Community service is a civic duty. It can be very rewarding. Serving on a public board of education

requires a commitment of energy, time and talent to work as a team to help the children and adult students

in your community.

The men and women elected to represent their communities on Ohio’s school boards provide valuable 

leadership to public schools.  What better place to also represent the King of Kings and The Lord of 

Lords!  Christians should consider seeking a position on their local school board as His 

representative.

The board member

Ohio’s school board members, one of the largest groups of elected officials in the state, are charged with 

one of the major responsibilities in government — to provide the best educational opportunities 

possible for the youth of Ohio and to manage and control the political subdivision of the school 

district.

What does a school board member do?

Once a person has met the qualifications, been properly nominated, duly elected and officially sworn in, his

or her real job begins. No one can know the pressures, politics and satisfactions of such a position until he 

or she has had the experience of serving on a board of education.

A school board sets educational goals and establishes policy for the school system based on state laws 

and community values. Perhaps the most important responsibility of a school board is to employ a 



superintendent and treasurer and hold them accountable for achieving those educational goals and

managing the day-to-day affairs of the district in accordance with the school board’s policies.

Board members make decisions on a wide range of issues, such as hiring and evaluating a superintendent 

and treasurer; setting district policy; planning student services; goal-setting and long-range planning; 

adopting curriculum; establishing budgets; engaging parents; being good fiscal stewards; acting in the best 

interest of the school district and within the scope of their legal authority; and creating community relations 

programs. A board member should be a skilled decision-maker; however, decisions are only made by the 

board as a whole at a public meeting.

Another important part of the board’s work is its public relations role. School board members help build 

public support and understanding of public education, and lead the public in demanding quality education. 

The school board serves as a link between schools and the public.

Board member responsibilities

The role and function of board members often are misinterpreted by the public, and in some cases, by 

board members themselves. The board is a policy-making body and members are the chief advisers 

to the superintendent on community attitudes. Board members do not manage the day-to-day 

operations of a school district; they see to it that the system is managed well by professionals.

Board members are not education professionals. They do not evaluate staff, other than the superintendent 

and treasurer, nor do they become involved in employment interviews, other than those of the 

superintendent, business manager and treasurer. Board members may be consulted during the hiring 

process for other positions, such as assistant superintendent.

A good board member

We often hear that one person is a good board member or another is a bad board member, and yet we 

seldom hear a clear definition of what constitutes a “good” board member.

In reality, there are about as many philosophical theories about boardmanship as there are board 

members. However, there are some acceptable guidelines. Members must recognize that seldom do two 

persons react to the same problem in an identical manner, so flexibility is necessary.

As a start, the following guidelines are offered. A good board member:

• Knows that he or she can legally act as a board member only when the board of education is in session. 

No one person, unless authorized, should speak on behalf of the board.

• Avoids administrative decisions or attempts to second-guess the administration. The superintendent is the

chief administrator and the board has no administrative function.

• Is well acquainted with school policies.

• Should vote at all times in the best interests of the children of the school district.

• Is flexible and realizes there are times when changes must be made, when tradition cannot be honored 

and when pressure must be ignored.

• Remembers that board business often requires confidentiality, especially in processes involving students, 

personnel, land acquisition, negotiations and security.

• Is interested in obtaining facts, but also remembers that the administration has responsibility for operating



the schools, rather than spending all its time making reports to an individual board member.

• Is a good listener at board meetings, on the street corner, in the church or anywhere else approached, but

never commits himself or herself, the board or the administration.

• Knows that the reputation of the entire school district is reflected in his or her behavior and attitude.

• Is able to support a decision when it is made.

Eligibility requirements

In order to run for the board, you must be:

• a U.S. citizen,

• at least 18 years old,

• a resident of the state for at least 30 days preceding the election,

• a resident of the school district for at least 30 days preceding the election,

• registered to vote in the school district for at least 30 days preceding the election.

Ohio's Election

Members are elected on a nonpartisan ballot on the first Tuesday following the first Monday in November in

odd numbered years. The term of office is four years, although in certain instances, two-year terms must 

be filled to complete an unexpired term. A term begins on the first day of January after the election and 

expires on Dec. 31. Most boards of education have five members; however, some larger districts have 

seven. Two members (or four on a seven-member board) are elected at one general election and three 

members are elected at a general election two years later.

Vacancies caused by resignation, death or any other reason are filled by an appointment made by the 

remaining board members. (RC 3313.11)

Joint vocational school district (JVSD) boards are appointed in accordance with RC 3311.19. The number 

of members appointed to a JVSD board varies.

My Local School Board Members

1._____________________(President)       term ends:_____

2._____________________                          term ends:_____

3._____________________                          term ends:_____

4._____________________                          term ends:_____

5._____________________                          term ends:_____

6._____________________                          term ends:_____

7._____________________                          term ends:____



Prayer:  Father, I understand the important role of the local school board in a 

school's success and I lift each of our school board members up to you in 

prayer.  (Call each school board member's name out pray any specific needs that you

may know of.)   Thank you for their willingness to serve and  I ask your blessings

on them, their families and their other responsibilities.  Lord, give them health 

and strength to serve in this important capacity

Give them an understanding of the importance of their role, not for personal 

significance, but understanding how each decision directly affects the future of 

our coming generation and the local community members.  We ask Holy Spirit 

to guide and direct them in each decision they make and give strategic direction

in problem solving.  Keep every board session free if stress and turmoil—let 

unity and peace be noted at the conclusion of each. 

May Your presence be the unseen yet notable Force that accompanies every 

meeting and directing every discussion in the board room.

Lord, nudge your children to consider becoming a school board member as 

needs arise.  

In Service To Our King,

Amen



Day #15:  Private Christian Schools and Home Schoolers 

Train up a child in the way he should go [teaching him to seek God’s wisdom 

and will for his abilities and talents], Even when he is old he will not depart from 

it. (Proverbs 22:6 AMP)

Newly released data from the U.S. Department of Education shows that between 2003 and 
2012 the number of school children between the ages of 5 and 17  who are home schooled has 
risen 61.8% and that the percentage of those home schooled has increased from 2.2% to 3.4%.

(2014-2015)  Out of 1,971,833 Ohio students, 53,394 are home schooled.

Prayer:  Dear Lord, I lift up every parent and family member who have undertaken 
the mammoth responsibilities of educating their student themselves or who have 

placed them in a private school.  Many are the reasons that require parents to choose 

differing avenues of education but Your admonishment to raise a child according to 

their “bend” far exceeds them all. 

Train up a child in the way he should go [and in keeping with his individual gift 

or bent], and when he is old he will not depart from it.    AMP Proverbs 22:6

Father, reward their efforts and rain down blessings upon their homes.  Direct them 

in their curriculum searches as well as finding institutions best suited to their 

student's needs.  

Lord, we invite Your presence into our Christian schools.  Help them in keeping Your 
standards raised high.  Bless their finances and give them wisdom as they encounter 

any obstacles maintaining a financial balance.  Give them favor in the hearts of 
donors and bless them with high enrollment numbers.  May your blessings be seen in 
the quality of teachers and students occupying each classroom.

May each home schooling home be filled with the Peace of Your Presence.  Give 

parents creativity and joy in each task they present.  Give each student wisdom and 
understanding in their lessons presented.  Bless the homes with “enough”--enough 
finances to fill critical needs, enough understanding and “how to”, enough boldness 

to counter negativity and enough wisdom from You to produce a good result.

In The Name of Jesus,
AMEN



Day #16:  Universities and Colleges

For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine, but 

according to their own desires, because they have itching ears, they will 

heap up for themselves teachers; and they will turn their ears away from 

the truth, and be turned aside to fables. (2 Timothy 4:3–4, NKJV). 

(the following is from Answers in Genesis)

Most of the colleges in the United States that started over 300 years ago were 

Bible-proclaiming schools originally. Harvard and Yale (originally Puritan) and 

Princeton (originally Presbyterian) once had rich Christian histories.

Harvard was named after a Christian minister. Yale was started by clergymen, 

and Princeton’s first year of class was taught by Reverend Jonathan Dickinson. 

Princeton’s crest still says “Dei sub numine viget,” which is Latin for 

“Under God she flourishes.”

ACCEPTING A NATURALISTIC WORLDVIEW AND COMPROMISING SCRIPTURE 

WERE THE FIRST CRACKS IN THESE UNIVERSITIES’ CHRISTIAN 

FOUNDATIONS. THESE CRACKS LED TO THE COLLAPSE OF THEIR CHRISTIAN 

HERITAGE. 

The demise of former Christian universities should be a lesson to individuals, 
churches, Christian colleges and universities, and seminaries to stand firm on 
the Bible’s clear teachings and beware of any doctrine that is not biblically 

sound. 

There are 136 universities and colleges in the state of Ohio.  There are 42 religious 
colleges.  While colleges and universities are important places for students to prepare for
their life careers and grow to academically, they may also produce a negative result such
as drawing them away from their Christian foundations that are taught in the homes and 
churches.



Prayer:  Father, we pray for the colleges and universities of the state of Ohio.  They 
have been bombarded with secular humanism and, even more recently, curriculum 

has been placed into their classrooms that promote that antichrist spirit of Islam.  We 
know, Lord, that today we battle in the natural and in the spirit for the very lives of 
our students. Yet, we know that we win the war.

In Jesus' Name, we bind the tactics and strategies of hell and we ask the Holy Spirit 
for empowerment, godly strategies and for the Angel Armies to assist the Ohio 

churches to loose the Gospel of the Kingdom of our Lord, Christ Jesus.  (see decree # 
255, “Angel Armies” by Tim Sheets)

We ask, Lord, for student boldness and for faith-based organizations to develop, to 

thrive and to grow on college campuses.  We ask for an awakening revival to arouse 
and awaken the Church.  Cause there to be a profound hunger for Your Word and for 

a Spirit of Righteousness and Truth to saturate our campuses.  Help our Christian 
students to “find their voices” and move aggressively against notable demonic spirits.

In the Name of Christ Jesus,

AMEN



Day #17:  Excellence:  Financial

2Corinthians 9:10 AMP And [God] Who provides seed for the sower and bread for 

eating will also provide and multiply your [resources for] sowing and increase the fruits
of your righteousness [which manifests itself in active goodness, kindness, and charity]

(information from Ohio Department of Education)

How School Funding is Distributed

Public school districts use a combination of state funds, local sources such as property taxes (and in

some cases income taxes) and federal funds.

The amount of state funds that a district receives is based on a formula that takes into account the 

student enrollment and the property wealth of the district.

About School Funding

The Department of Education’s General Revenue Fund budget represents the largest component 

of primary and secondary education.

These funds, along with pro5ts from the Ohio Lottery are used to fund Ohio’s 612 public school 

districts, 49 joint vocational school districts, and approximately 370 public community schools. They 

also fund the activities of the Ohio Department of Education, including funding for early childhood 

education, pre-school special education, assessments, and the A-F report card.

In addition to state aid through the foundation program, many school districts receive 

reimbursements payments for lost property tax revenue caused by the phase out of the general 

business tangible personal property tax (TPP) and the reduction of property tax assessments rates on 

utility property (KwH). Finally, the state pays 10% of locally levied property taxes for residential 

and agricultural real property owners and an additional 2.5% for homeowners and represents 

property tax relief to individual property taxpayers in Ohio.

Out of Ohio's Students enrolled 2014-2015 totaling 1,688,035, 49.7% were economically 

disadvantaged.

(from Ohio School Boards Association)  Children from low-income families often qualify for public 

bene5ts such as the federal Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (also called SNAP, or food 

stamps); Medicaid; and the National School Lunch Program, better known as free or reduced-price 

lunch. Along with growing child poverty, participation in state and federal assistance programs has 

generally been increasing. For example, 29% of Ohio children participated in the National School 

Lunch Program in 2001, but by 2011 the number rose to 45.3%. Participation in free or reducedprice 

lunch in Ohio’s 32 Appalachian counties currently averages 52%, with Guernsey, Meigs, Scioto and 

Vinton counties exceeding 60% of students. The suburban poverty study mentioned earlier also found

that the rate increase in students receiving free or reduced-price lunch has been higher in the suburbs

than within their respective cities. 



Prayer:  Father, we lift up to You the �nances of the schools of Ohio.  As with 

other states, we, too, possess schools at both ends of the spectrum, highly 

successful and greatly struggling. We also understand that the solution  to all 

needs is not, simply, to throw money at the problem.

Thank you, Lord, for the economic blessings in our state.  Thank you for 

successful businesses within our borders and thank you for families and homes 

that you have honored with steady employment and �nancial wisdom.

Father, give Ohioans wisdom to govern the resources that you have blessed us 

with.  For those in positions of �nancial authority and decision making, bless 

them  with creative ways to obtain much for less.  Give sta% who serve in our 

schools an understanding of how to make things work at times when �nances 

are limited.  Let them be encouragers to families with needs and give them an 

understanding and knowledge of available resources that may be available to �ll

the needs. 

Lord, make us aware of and help us keep accountable those responsible for 

wasteful spending.  Make us willing to seek positions of service if we have been 

trained in or gifted with an understanding of responsible spending.  Help us seek

Your wisdom when our understanding is limited and falls short of meeting needs

we encounter.

We decree a poverty spirit be broken in the Ohio schools!

In Jesus' Name,

AMEN



Day #18:  Excellent: Student Giftings

Proverbs 18:16 AMP  A man's gift makes room for him and brings him before 
great men.

Giftings may come in many different packages and many times our attention is 
primarily of the needs of struggling students who may be at the different end of the 
spectrum.  Let us recognize that Father God has placed His giftings in children in order
to equip them to serve Him in positions He favors them with.  We have the 
responsibility of praying that they be pointed in the correct directions by those who are 
in positions to speak into their lives.

We should:

Pray for wisdom for all adults, parents and teachers, to recognize a child's giftings in 
order to point them in the correct direction.
Pray for the students with special giftings to have a relationship with Christ in order to 
secure the real source of Wisdom.

The following is to give us a better understanding of what some think when the word 
“gifted” is connected to a child in public education.

                                                                                                                               
(according to the Ohio Department of Educations)

According to state law, a child shall be identi5ed as gifted in the area of superior cognitive ability if 

they have scored two standard deviations above the mean, minus the standard error of 

measurement, on an approved intelligence test, or performed at or above the ninety-6fth percentile

on an approved composite battery of a nationally normed achievement test.  

To be identi5ed as gifted in any of the speci5c academic ability areas, the child must perform at or 

above the ninety-5fth percentile in that speci5c ability 5eld on an approved achievement test.  

In order to be identi5ed as gifted in the area of creative thinking ability, a student must score one 

standard deviation above the mean, minus the standard error of measurement, on an approved 

intelligence test and also attain a su>cient score of an approved creativity test or checklist of creative 

behaviors. 

Visual-performing arts ability is measured by demonstrated performance or display of work as 

measured by a state-approved rubric.



Myths about Gifted Students

Myth: Gifted children will achieve without guidance.

Fact: Without appropriate guidance and support, gifted children may loose motivation or 

underachieve.

Myth: Gifted students are best served when tutoring others or when given larger quantities of work 

at average grade level.

Fact: When gifted students consistently tutor others, often they are not learning anything new. This 

can cause unhealthy self-esteem issues for both the tutored and the gifted student. Gifted children

need a high degree of educational challenge, not more of an average level.

Myth: Gifted students are ‘teacher please rs,’ are easy to teach, and will always make straight “As.”

Fact: In order for gifted students to maintain high levels of achievement, teachers must make 

curricular adjustments, not just give ‘more’ work. Without appropriate modi6cations, gifted 

students may develop behavior problems.  Gifted students will not always achieve, especially if

unmotivated.

Prayer:  Father God, we lift to You our children whom You have gifted in some 

way.  First and foremost, we ask that You would connect them with those who 

would speak Your Life into them through receiving Your Son, Jesus Christ for we 

know that that is truly the beginning of wisdom.

Lord, we bind up, in Jesus' Name, misunderstandings of behaviors in gifted 

students that may divert the direction needed for the student to secure the 

education that they need to attain the destiny that You have for them.  Give 

understanding to adults involved, whether families or teachers, to point the 

gifted student in the best possible direction to go.

We decree:  (from Tim Sheet's book, “Angel Armies”, angel and prayer decrees)

Decree these over our gifted students:

#63  We decree that angels who go before us to open doors—be loosed in Jesus' 

name.  

#64  We decree that angels who go ahead to prepare our way for success—be 

loosed in Jesus' name.

#65 We decree that angels who cut o% enemy attacks—be loosed in Jesus' name.

We decree in Jesus' name,

Amen



Day #19:  Excellence: Extracurricular/Social 
Networking/Bible Clubs

Galatians 6:9King James Version (KJV)

9 And let us not be weary in well doing: for in due season we shall reap, if we faint 

not.

According to the law, “extracurricular activity" is defined as a student activity program that a 
school or school district operates that is not included in the school district's graded course 
of study.

(from ABC News.go.com)
The Supreme Court ruled for a Christian youth group today in a church-state battle over 

whether religious groups must be allowed to meet in public schools after class hours.

In a 6-3 decision that lowered the figurative wall of separation between church and state, the 

justices said a New York public school district must let the Good News Club hold after-school 

meetings for grade-school children to pray and study the Bible.

Justice Stephen Breyer, usually a moderate-to-liberal vote on the court, joined the five most 

conservative members in partial support of the religious club's request. Justices John Paul 

Stevens, Ruth Bader Ginsburg and David Souter dissented.

The majority found that excluding the club was unconstitutional discrimination based on the 

club's views. Letting the meeting take place would not be an unconstitutional government 

endorsement of religion, the court ruled.

(from Ohio School Boards.org)

. Many school districts are embracing social media as a new way to communicate with their 
community. More and more schools in Ohio and the nation are using social media. A survey 
released by the Center for Digital Education in April 2013 found 74% of U.S. school districts 
are on at least one social media network, which is up 44% from two years ago. While Facebook
is the most common social networking website used by schools, many districts also are using 
Twitter and YouTube. Many districts display their social media feeds on the home page of their 
websites or provide prominent links to their social media pages. 3. Social media presents 
rewards and risks for school districts. Social media allows schools to: highlight positive news 
and student achievement; increase awareness of school events and activities; spread breaking 
news and important reminders; engage community members in dialog and answer questions; 
and drive traffic to district websites, blogs or other electronic content. Perhaps best of all, it’s 



free. Social media, however, also presents risks for districts. Each district must determine how it will

use social media, if comments will be allowed, what comments are acceptable, and how comments will
be monitored and addressed. It is important districts adopt a social media policy and comply with all 
relevant policies, laws and regulations, including privacy laws like the Family Educational Rights 
Privacy Act and Health Insurance Portability and Accountability Act. 

These are three areas of opportunities for Ohio students to display their love for 
Jesus and to be a Christian witness through their participation in it:

*  Extracurricular s
*  On campus Bible Clubs
*  Sharing on Social Media

These areas of opportunities allows students to practice their beliefs and hone their 
evangelistic skills in a relatively safe environment.  Christian students should be under 
girded with prayer, encouraged in their efforts and cheered for their successes. 

Prayer:  Lord, we lift up our Christian students who are committing themselves 
to displaying Your love in more tangible ways in the school setting.  We ask that
You bless their efforts and honor them with creative ways to make their 
attempts acceptable to their peers.  Baptize them with boldness in the Holy 
Spirit.  Give them determination and perseverance to see their efforts through to
completion.  Do not allow them to become “weary in well doing.”

(Decree the following over our Christian students:  from Tim Sheets, “Angel Armies” 
Angels and Prayer Decrees)

#70 We decree angels who bring us supernatural strength to finish our 
assignments—be released in Jesus' name.
#71 We release the angels of strength
#72 Strengthen us to overcome and reign with Jesus
#74 We loose them to free our assignments
#75 We loose them to give us great victory

#78 We loose strength to stand and win
In Jesus' Name,
Amen



Day #20:  Christian Student and Teacher Boldness

Proverbs 28:1 The wicked �ee when no one is pursuing them, but the righteous are as bold 

as a lion. 

Philemon 1:8 For this reason, although I have great boldness in Christ to command you to do

what is right,

 Ephesians 3:11-12 This was his eternal plan, which he carried out through Christ Jesus our 

Lord. Because of Christ and our faith in him, we can now come boldly and con*dently into 

God’s presence.

 2 Corinthians 3:11-12 So if the old way, which has been replaced, was glorious, how much 

more glorious is the new, which remains forever! Since this new way gives us such 

con*dence, we can be very bold. Because of Christ and our faith in him, we can now come 

boldly and con*dently into God’s presence.

Quotes about boldness:

Prayer in private results in boldness in public. Edwin Louis Cole

•“One of the special marks of the Holy Ghost in the Apostolic Church was the 

spirit of boldness.” A. B. Simpson

•“When we $nd a man meditating on the words of God, my friends, that man is 

full of boldness and is successful.”  Dwight L. Moody

(from Fitz Chery, biblereasons.com/boldness)

“Being bold is having courage and speaking out against what’s right no matter what others

think or say. It’s doing God’s will and continuing on the path that He put you on regardless 

of the hardship you face. When you’re bold you know God is always on your side so there’s 

never a reason to fear. 

Follow the bold examples of Jesus, Paul, David, Joseph, and more. Boldness comes from 

our con$dence in Christ. The Holy Spirit helps us continue in God’s plans with boldness.

If God is for us who can ever be against us? I encourage all Christians to pray to the Holy 

Spirit daily for more boldness in life to do God’s will.”



Prayer:  Father, we lift up all of our Christian students and teachers in the Ohio schools to 

You.  We ask for a down pouring of boldness in each of their lives to stand for You in the 

public school arena.  Through the Holy Spirit, put Your Words in their mouths as well as in 

their hearts.  Give them boldness to stand in adversity, unswayed by criticism and any 

ungodly influence.  Holy Spirit, give our students and teachers creative and honorable ways 

to spread the love of Jesus throughout the hallways and classrooms of our public schools.  

Award them with victory as they put into use the weapons that You have equipped them with. 

Remind them daily of Your presence with them that assures them of that success.

E x o d u s 2 3 : 2 2King James Version (KJV)

“But if thou shalt indeed obey his voice, and do all that I speak; then I will be an enemy

unto thine enemies, and an adversary unto thine adversaries.” 

We boldly proclaim Your Word for “You are a shield to those who walk 

uprightly and in integrity, that He may guard the paths of justice; yes, 

He preserves the way of His saints.” (Proverbs 2:7b-8 AMP)

In Jesus' Name,

Amen



Day #21:  Reformation and Revival

(ministrymagazine.org:  Neal Wilson)

“Revival and reformation are two di
erent things. Revival signifies a renewal of spiritual life, a 

quickening of the powers of mind and heart, a resurrection from spiritual death. Reformation signifies a 

reorganization, a change in ideas and theories, habits and practices. Reformation will not bring forth the 

good fruit of righteousness unless it is connected with the revival of the Spirit. Revival and reformation are 

to do their appointed work, and in doing this work they must blend."2

Revival renews the spiritual life and deepens our personal relationship with God.  Reformation involves 

reordering the life and results in "true godliness." A revival is an intimate, personal experience with God. A 

reformation grows out of revival and is a visible change in the way we live.

Though they are di
erent, revival and reformation go together and complement one another. There are 

two major reasons that revivals o%en do not last. One is that no support system is put into place to 

maintain the experience of the revival. The second reason is that the revival is not accompanied by a 

reformation in the lives of those who have, responded to the Spirit's renewing power.”

A Third Great Awakening

“I'm going to send a third great awakening to America”  Dutch Sheets heard the Lord tell 

him 20 years ago.  (Dutch Sheets is author of “An Appeal to Heaven.”)

“. . . . a Great(er) Awakening than the world has ever seen.”  Jennifer LeClaire, journalist 

and author (Jennifer LeClaire is author of “The Next Great Move of God.”

Reinhard Bonnke, a revivalist, moved to America because he believes God is about to 

save many millions here.

Revival and Reformation In Ohio's Schools

“When you decree a word, you are prophesying into the course of your life.  You are 

prophesying your future.  Angels will hearken to bring it to pass.  It is vital that we pray what 

God says.  It is vital that we declare our faith, speaking His words over our lives.  Hearkening 

angels will begin building them into our future.”  (Dr. Tim Sheets, “Angel Armies” pg190)

Pastor Tim gave a message on the Religion of Humanism on 9/13/15.  His decrees follows. 

 Decree these as you pray this final day at your chosen school. 



Decrees for Liberating the Education Mountain

No weapon formed against our children in our schools or colleges will prosper.

We decree that all funding for the colleges teaching humanistic principles be defunded.

We come against the principles of humanism that would compromise parental authority.

We ask the Lord to expose the demon doctrine of humanism, a religious entity and to bring it down.

We ask the Lord and His angels to go into the humanist, progressive, liberal, socialist camps and 
temples to confuse, scatter and shatter.

We come against schools and colleges who would try to rewrite the “biblical” history of our nation and 
constitution, attempt to replace it with evil decrees of man and teach our children their lies they count 
as truth.

We earnestly contend that truth be taught to our children and that the Angel Army be released to 
contend with us.

We will not become a post-Christian nation devoid of God, but a Christian nation that will fight for and
honor the Word of God, our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.

We declare that the law preventing prayer in school be reversed; that reading of the Word in schools be 
allowed; and that Judeo-Christian beliefs become the basis of the curricula in our grade schools, junior 
high schools, high schools, and undergraduate and graduate colleges.

We declare all rules, principles and precepts were created by God, not man and that obedience to these 
rules, principles and precepts bring favor, grace, mercy and blessings to God’s children.

We declare the liberty and freedom of our children and our nation from any stronghold that the enemy 
has in the Education Mountain that would interfere with giving all the glory to our Lord and Savior, 
Jesus Christ.  In His Name, Amen!


